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Middle East
+ The Mddle East is also known as the “crossroads of the world” because of its location in the
cenfer of - Asia, Africa, and Europe
are the most common physical feature here and make up 66% of
the area

in the region, with counries offen competing over access fo the
rivers and seas

Euphrates River
+ The Euphrates and Tigris Rivers both start in the and run paralel fo
cach ofher in some places

The Euphrates River runs through Syria before joining with the Tigris River in

Tt then flows along the border between and empties info the
Persion Gulf.

The Euphrates is the birthplace of the ancient civilizations of Sumer,
| Assyria
Tt s a source of water for Irag, . and Turkey foday

Tigris River

+ The Tigris River Flows through

+ Along with the Euphrates, the Tigrs was a of ancient Middle
Eastern civilizations.
Today, the rivers still provide water for both
The countries that share these rivers have had problems over how fhe water

Jordan River

+ The Jordan River starts in the . Lebanon, and Syria, and Flows
south until it reaches the Dead Sea
Tt is only 20 feet wide ot some parts and only at ifs deepest point
This river s a For Tsrael, Lebonon, Jordan, parts of Syria, & many
of those living In the West Bank & fhe Gaza Strip,

The Jordan River is also importont because it is the between
TIsroel, the West Bank, & Jordan,
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+ The Suez Canal connects the fo the Mediterrancan Sea
- Ttisa120-mie that is used o fransport goods fo and from Asia,
Africa, & Europe
The Suez Canal is on because it allows frode between all three
continents.
At the northern end of the Red Sea, ships can enfer the canal and can get fo the
Mediterrancan Sea without having fo sail all around the

Persian Gulf

+ The Persian Gulf is a between Iran and the Arabian Peninsula

+ This area holds one of the largest and most mportant in the
world
Ttis one of the moain ways From the rich fields of Kuwait, Soudi
Arabia, Tran, and other counfries that Iine ifs snores.

+ Allof. the countries that produce o in that region depend on the Persian Gulf as a

Strait of Hormuz
+ The Strait of Hormuz is a norrow waterway that connects the Persian Gulf to the

Tfis a crifically important shipping channel because much of the

passes through this strait

Any ships coming out of or info the must navigate through this
very narrow waterway,

Arabian Sea

+ The Arabian Sea is the most northwestern part of the

« Ttis bordered by  Pakistan and Lron fo the north, and the Arabian
Peninsula to the west.
For centuries, it has formed a between Europe and the western
ports of India

Red Sea
+ The Red Sea s an arm of the Indian Ocean that lies between
Asia
Ttis linked fo the Mediterrancan Sea by the
Because of the Red Sea's location between Europe and East Asia,
takes place here.
During the Middie Ages, it was a key part of the
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LAND DISPUTES
Palestine
+ The area that covers Israel, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank was once known as

After WWIT and the Holocaust, the gained a lof of momentum
throughout the world

Zionists wanted fo reunite the world's Jews and in Palestine.

The United Nations decided fo divide Palestine into —a Jewish state
and on Arab state

Gaza Strip
+ In 1947, the United Nations created the stafe of Israel for the Jews and
For the Arabs—the area around the fown of Gaza and the terrifory
of the West Bank
The Gaza Strip s often and there have been many outbreaks of
viclence over the last 60 years
confinue between Israel and surrounding countries
The Gaza Strip is located olong the southeastern shore of the Mediterrancan Sea, and is
bordered on the south by Egypt, and on the
The Gaza Strip is a rectangular territory that is about and 4 fo 5
miles wide
T#'s one of the world's most

West Bark
+ The ferritory of the West Bank is also located
+ The United Nations created tne area for Arabs, but in the 1960s, Lsroelis began fo
the West Bank
More and more Jewish settlers have moved info the area, which has led fo more fension with
Arabs and to
between Jews and Arabs plagues this area foday,
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